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Time  to  get  a  Christmas  tree.  Fifteen  years  ago  we  bought  a  small 
live  tree,  which  we  faithfully  pulled  indoors  and  decorated  for  Five 
years.  That  fifth  year  it  did  look  a  bit  bedraggled,  so  after  the  holidays 
we  hauled  it  to  Washoe  County,  Nevada,  and  planted  it  near  a  spring. 

It  now  towers  over  us  all. 

The  freshly  cut  trees  that  we  now  purchase  each  December  reach 
near  to  our  ceiling.  The  two  youngest  children  decorate  it.  Some 
ancient  ornaments,  some  brand  new,  each  has  its  story.  A  few  years 
ago  youngest  daughter  would  plant  herself  in  one  spot,  transfixed  as 
she  piled  ornaments  onto  an  already  overladen  bough.  Now  she  skips 
about  excitedly,  doling  out  advice  to  her  older  brother  on  the  fine  art  of 
trimming  the  tannenbaum  from  top  to  bottom.  Meanwhile,  I  decorate 
the  mantlepiece.  Oldest  daughter  makes  popcorn.  Husband  and  oldest 
son  make  mulled  wine  and  hot  chocolate. 


President's 

Letter 

From  Mia  Morrill 


There  is  a  connection  here.  The  Hill  Dwellers  are  a  family.  The 
Hill  is  a  Christmas  tree.  Something  like  that  anyway.  More  than  a 
neighborhood  on  a  map,  we  are  a  community.  And  a  strong  commu¬ 
nity  at  that!  A  community  that  works  together  and  plays  together. 

Taking  on  separate  functions  that  all  add  up  to  the  whole.  All  the 
while  learning  and  growing  together.  In  my  life,  days  and  weeks  pile 
on  top  of  each  other  and  it  is  sometimes  difficult  to  remember  what 
happened  when.  But  the  memories  of  each  occasion  are  clear.  Like 
the  ornaments  on  our  Christmas  tree,  each  occasion  sparkles  alone  and 
they  also  all  sparkle  together.  Beautiful  and  bright. 

In  the  past  months  we  Hill  Dwellers  enjoyed  a  potluck  picnic  at 
Pioneer  Park,  made  very  special  by  the  generous  donations  of 
many  neighborhood  businesses  to  the  Picnic  Raffle.  We’ve  been 
planting  trees  all  autumn.  I’m  sure  you  welcome  the  hundreds  of 
new  street  trees  on  Telegraph  Hill.  We  are  becoming  an  urban 
forest.  At  North  Beach  coffee  houses  we  discussed  neighborhood 

goals  and  neighborhood  concerns.  We  organized  an  Issues  Night  where  the  Mayoral  candidates  were  given 
an  opportunity  to  address  the  voters  of  North  Beach,  Russian  Hill  and  Telegraph  Hill.  It  was  lively,  well 
attended  and  quite  informative.  Big,  big  thanks  to  Phil  Matier  of  the  Chronicle’s  Matier  and  Ross  column 
for  moderating  the  evening.  And  to  Frs.  Purdy  and  O’Brien  for  hosting  us  at  Sts.  Peter  and  Paul's  school 
gym.  Thanks  also  to  A1  Souza  whose  delicious  North  Beach  Pizza  fed  the  crowds.  We  sat  in  Washington 
Square  Park  and  munched  on  Liguria  Bakery’s  hot  foccaccia  (thank  you!)  after  a  strenuous  morning  of 
sweeping  sidewalks.  We  met  over  coffee  to  talk  about  traffic  and  parking  concerns.  We  danced  together 
“Under  the  Stars”  at  Washington  Square  Park.  At  the  Cafferata  we  broke  bread  with  Patrick  McGrew, 
President  of  the  Landmarks  Preservation  Advisory  Board.  We  are  a  strong  community.  We  give  and  we 
receive.  Let  us  know  if  you  or  your  neighbors  are  doing  good  things  for  the  Hill.  We’d  like  to  hear  from 
you. 

Hoping  to  see  you  at  our  coming  events,  and  wishing  you  Happy  Holidays. 
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Show  neighborhood  support. 


ALFRED  R.  PISCIOTTA  &  SONS 

Custom  Upholstering  &.  Window  Furnishings 

Frank  R.  Pisciotta 

Trade  Consultant 


"Old  World  Craftmanship"  since  1934 

2060  Stockton  •  San  Francisco  •  (415)  781-6277 


/ - \ 


© 


Matted  Ciutfbeda 
781-1063 


i 


-slf atttucci  &  do. 

•INfll  1*04 
MANUrACTURlNI 

FINE  JEWELRY 
450  COLUMBUS  AVE 


City  Lights 

BOOKSTORE  &  PUBLISHERS 

261  Columbus  Avenue  San  Francisco,  Ca  94133 


■B.I.R.t*. 


MCGU1RE 

REAL  ESTATE -SINCE  1519 


BLANCHE  STREETER 


SPECIALIST  IN 
Telegraph  Hill,  Russian  Hill,  & 
North  Beach  Properties 
L892  Union  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94123 
(415)  921-5555 
Residence  (415)  673-7483 
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THD  Board 
Resolutions 

September  12,  1995: 

The  Board  agreed  (with  one 
abstaining),  to  continue  to 
support  the  spirit  of  the  proposed 
scenic  ordinance,  but  based  on 
information  presented,  found 
questions  relating  the  ordinance 
to  the  576  Greenwich  Street 
project.  The  THD  Planning  and 
Zoning  committee  was  asked  to 
report  back  at  the  next  meeting 
with  specific  recommendations 
regarding  the  application  of  the 
proposed  ordinance  to  this 
project. 

Bob  Passmore  at  the  San 
Francisco  Department  of  Plan¬ 
ning  was  notified  that  after  due 
discussion  of  a  variance  for  the 
576  Greenwich  Street  project,  the 
Board  does  not  object  to  the 
granting  of  the  variance,  by  a  vote 
of  five  for;  4  against;  and  4 
abstaining. 

THD  agreed  to  support  Artist 
Embassy  International  and  Earth 
Society  Foundation  in  their  effort 
to  secure  city  approvals  for  the 
permanent  installation  of  a  statue 
of  St.  Francis  by  sculptor  Harriet 
Moore  somewhere  appropriate  on 
Telegraph  Hill. 

A  Motion  was  unanimously 
passed  to  send  a  letter  to  the  Trust 
for  Public  Lands  supporting  its 
efforts  to  protect  the  east  slope  of 
Telegraph  Hill. 


October  10,  1995: 

After  lengthy  discussion,  the 
Board  rejected  by  a  vote  of  3  for 
and  5  against,  a  Motion  to  oppose 
the  576  Greenwich  Street  build¬ 
ing  project  on  the  basis  that  it 
exceeds  the  height  limits  of  the 
proposed  scenic  ordinance. 

The  Board  agreed  that  no 
further  recommendations  will  be 
made  to  the  City  Planning 
Department  concerning  the 
project  at  576  Greenwich  Street 
(vote:  6  yes;  1  no;  1  abstain). 

A  letter  was  sent  from  the 
Board  to  Planning  and  Zoning 
protesting  the  proposed  65 -foot 
Ferris  wheel  at  Pier  39. 

Welcome  New 
Members 

Barbara  Messmore,  Rita 
Piscotta,  Pamela  Prichard,  Jim 
Weigand,  Beate  Boultinghouse, 
Marilyn  Breen,  Kevin  Kilduff, 
Kellin  Defiel,  Randy  and  Lynn 
Van  Duinen.  Not  every  new¬ 
comer  has  yet  been  officially 
welcomed.  Maud  Hallin,  June 
Fraps  and  their  committee  are 
making  substantial  progress 
updating  the  mailing  list,  and  we 
continue  to  ask  members  to  report 
changes  of  address  or  problems 
receiving  The  Semaphore  and 
other  mailings. 


Social  News 

by  Jarilyn  Cerruti,  Social  Chair 

Recently  THD  members 
enjoyed  the  hospitality  of  Gino 
and  Alexis  Biradelli  as  we  truly 
dined  away  the  evening  with  a 
delicious  dinner  topped  off  by 
tiramisu  at  Cafferata  Restaurant. 
The  speaker  for  the  evening  was 
Patrick  McGrew,  President  of  the 
Landmarks  Preservation  Advisory 
Board.  Thank  you,  Patrick,  for 
your  interesting  and  informative 
talk  and  follow-up  discussion. 

On  September  24  the  annual 
THD  Picnic  was  held  at  Coit 
Tower.  Thanks  again  go  to 
Walter  Chin  and  his  staff  for 
accommodating  our  group  so 
graciously.  Alan  Paul,  we 
appreciated  your  contribution  of 
“hopping  good”  beer,  delicious  as 
usual.  Despite  a  windy  afternoon, 
a  hearty  group  attended,  and 
lucky  for  those  who  did,  as  the 
raffle  prizes  were  absolutely 
outstanding. 

The  Holiday  party  is  planned 
for  Sunday,  December  3  at  Julius' 
Castle  between  2:30  and  4:30.  If 
The  Semaphore  doesn’t  reach  you 
before  that  date,  special  postcard 
invitations  will.  Each  year  we 
have  a  wonderful  time. 
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The 

,  Italian  Dining 
Experience  in 
San  Francisco 


Valet  Parking 
Banquets  up  to  75 
1512  Stockton  Street 
(415)  392-1700 


FRESH! 

Homemade  Pasta  & 

Fish  from  the 

KMjW 

Pacific 

1 .  **U1P*- 

The  Original  Italian  Pizza  from  our  woodburning  oven 

Valet  Parking  •  Banquet  Room  Available 

Serving  continuously  from  11:45  to  1:45am 
Grant  and  Vallejo  Streets  (415)  434-2248 


'★  ★  ★' 


Michael  Bauer 


San  Francisco  Chronicle 


R  c  $  I  a  u  r  a  n  I 


Dinner  -  lues-  Sat.  -  5:30  - 
2  3  3  0  taylor  St.  &  Columbus 
telephone  5  6  3  -  6  2  6  6 


THE  FAMOUS 

CONDOR 

INVITES  YOU  FOR 


Cocktails  £r  Appetizers 

Featuring 

_$rish  &>  ffee 

1  5  Beers  on  Tap 


Corner  of 
Broadway  Ft 
Columbus 

781-8222 


Diane  R.  Shepherd 

BOOKKEEPING  SERVICES 


(415)  986-6652 


22  BATTERY  STREET,  SUITE  800 
SAN  FRANCISCO.  CA  94111 
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Tank  is  a  Memory 

by  June  A.  Osterberg 

Vice-Chair,  Parking  &  Traffic  Committee 


Remember  the  commotion 
early  this  year  about  the  City’s 
threat  to  demolish  the  classic 
North  Beach  Garage?  Remember 
that  the  Department  of  Parking 
and  Traffic  stated  that  the 
perfectly  sound,  functioning 
garage  had  to  be  razed  to  remove 
contamination  emanating  from  an 
underground  tank? 

Well,  the  offending  tank  has 
been  plucked  out  of  the  ground 
without  a  whimper.  It  turned  out 
to  be  smaller  than  a 
businessman’s  desk.  The  removal 
was  accomplished  in  a  short  time 
by  just  a  few  people  and  did  not 
gather  a  crowd  to  watch  the  rusty 
little  tank  emerge  into  the 
daylight.  The  tank  that  the  City 
declared  could  not  be  taken  out 
without  taking  down  the  whole 
building  was  whisked  away  by  a 
small  bulldozer  September  22nd. 
The  surrounding  soil  was  exam¬ 
ined,  and  the  sidewalk  paved  over 
in  a  jiffy.  Except  for  the  patch  of 
fresh  concrete,  one  would  not 
know  that  there  ever  had  been  a 
contamination  problem  at  the  site. 

So  the  North  Beach  Garage  is 
still  in  business  on  Vallejo  Street 
with  its  125-car  parking  capacity. 
But  the  garage  is  now  being 
operated  by  Larry  Gambol,  the 
son-in-law  of  Ray  Barone,  the 
proprietor  of  the  garage  since 
1954.  Ray  died  suddenly  of  a 


heart  attack  Memorial 
Day  weekend. 

There  are  those  who 
believe  that  the  prolonged 
uncertainty  about  the  fate 
of  the  garage  contributed 
to  Ray’s  unexpected 
death.  One  thing  is 
certain  —  that  it  is  a 
tragedy  that  he  did  not 
live  long  after  the 
successful  conclusion  of 
the  battle  to  save  the 
North  Beach  Garage. 

Larry  Gambol  is  still 
operating  the  garage  on  a 
month-to-month  basis.  A 
new  contract  has  not  yet 
been  offered  by  the  DPT, 
pending  a  study  of  all  the  factors 
involved  in  the  garage’s  opera¬ 
tion.  Larry  still  may  have  to  bid 
for  the  privilege,  although  it  is 
hard  to  understand  how  the 
business  could  be  awarded  to 
someone  else  after  all  the  Barone 
Family  has  been  through.  And 
why  would  someone  else  want  to 
take  over  a  garage  that  is  still 
stated  for  destruction  at  some 
point  in  the  future? 

To  re-cap  this  story  of  North 
Beach/Telegraph  Hill  community 
cohesiveness  in  saving  a  valuable 
neighborhood  asset,  for  those  who 
may  have  come  in  late:  Round 
One  began  even  before  the  City 
bought  the  garage  in  1988  and 


Photo  by  June  A.  Osterberg. 

went  on  for  many  years  leading 
up  to  latter  1994.  It  consisted  of 
the  City’s  determination  to  pull 
down  the  old  garage  and  put  up  a 
65-foot  replacement  on  the  one 
hand,  and  the  Dwellers’  insis¬ 
tence  on  maintaining  the  40-foot 
height  limit  on  the  other  hand. 
The  impasse  over  the  height  of 
the  proposed  building  was  pushed 
aside  when  it  became  known  that 
the  DPT  was  going  to  proceed 
with  its  demolition  plan  without 
neighborhood  approval,  without 
an  approved  plan  for  a  replace¬ 
ment,  and  with  no  money  to  pay 
for  either  the  destruction  of  the 


Continued  on  next  pag< 
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Tank  is  a  Memory... 


Continued  from  previous  page 

old  or  the  construction  of  the  new 
garage. 

The  fight  to  fend  off  the 
wrecker’s  ball  could  be  said  to  be 
Round  Two.  John  E.  Newlin, 
executive  director  of  the  DPT, 
sent  a  letter  in  January  to  a  tiny 
few  residents  which  set  an 
execution  date  of  early  February. 
Ray  Barone,  who  had  no  wish  to 
go  out  of  business,  also  received 
word  of  the  imminent  demise  of 
his  colorful  livelihood.  THD 
members  and  North  Beachers 
sprang  into  action  put  up  notices, 
created  and  circulated  a  petition, 
wrote  articles,  attended  Parking 


and  Traffic  Commission  meet¬ 
ings,  and  made  speeches  protest¬ 
ing  the  destruction  of  the  land¬ 
mark  garage.  Ray  and  his  son-in- 
law  and  their  employees  started 
collecting  signatures  from  their 
customers.  More  than  2,000 
residents  and  parkers  signed  the 
petition  in  less  than  two  weeks. 

Frederick  Jordan,  President  of 
the  Commission,  came  to  the 
garage  —  which  had  been 
anxiously  operating  on  a  month- 
to-month  basis  and  losing  the 
business  of  jittery  customers  —  to 
see  what  all  the  fuss  was  about. 
Supervisors  Angela  Alioto,  Sue 


Bierman  and  Kevin  Shelley  all 
signified  to  the  Commission  their 
support  for  the  existing  North 
Beach  Garage. 

At  its  February  21st  meeting 
the  Commission  decided  to  back 
away  from  the  demolition  plan 
and  indicated  a  willingness  to 
consider  neighborhood  sentiment 
in  future  plans.  We  wait  with 
wary  eyes  to  see  what  Round 
Three,  if  any,  will  bring. 


HANLIN  CONSTRUCTION 

Garages 

Foundation  Replacement 

Lie  #  300555 

14  Midway 

956  2909 
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N.I.C.E.  Committee  Report 

by  Dawne  Bernhardt  and  A.S.  Chang,  Co-Chairs 


Arthur  Chang,  Maud  Hallin,  Mia  Morrill  and  Dawne  Bernhardt  at 
presentation  of  first  N.I.C.E.  award. 


MAUD  HALLIN  RECEIVES 
FIRST  N.I.C.E.  AWARD 

“This  is  one  of  the  nicest 
things  that  ever  happened  to  me,” 
said  Maud  Hallin  (with  no  pun 
intended)  when  she  learned  that 
she’d  received  the  first  N.I.C.E. 
Committee  Recognition  award  for 
her  work  in  beautifying  the 
Telegraph  Hill  Neighborhood. 
Ever-modest  Maud  was  surprised 
at  the  recognition,  but  no  one  else 
was.  She  has  hosted  many 
fundraisers,  worked  on  public 
gardens,  and  encouraged  hosts  of 
folks  to  help  out  (including 
P.G.&  E)  donating  time  and 
material  for  the  gardens.  Maud 
had  to  be  lured  to  the  award 
dinner  to  “sign  checks,”  but  soon 
found  out  that  she  and  her  green 
thumb  were  the  stars  of  the  show. 
She  gave  generous  credit  to  Joe 
Butler  of  the  “Friends  of  the 
Urban  Forest”  who  got  the  400 
trees  for  Telegraph  Hill,  and  to 
Maria  Pimentel  whose  untiring 
work  on  the  garden  that  bears  her 
name,  but  Monday’s  Telegraph 
Hill  dinner  was  a  celebration  for 
Maud. 

Although  Maud  Hallin  is  being 
recognized  for  her  work  in  the 
greening  of  Telegraph  Hill,  only  a 
few  people  know  of  her  many 
other  activities  that  makes  the 
Hill  a  better  and  more  interesting 
place  to  live.  Maud  was  instru¬ 
mental  in  getting  financial 


support  for  the  North  Beach 
Theatre  which  put  on  a  play  about 
the  now  famous  Beat  Generation 
of  artists  and  writers  who  once 
made  Telegraph  Hill  their  home. 
She  also  has  supported  and 
brought  to  San  Francisco  the 
artwork  and  crafts  of  her  beloved 
native  land  Sweden,  with  the 
opening  last  week  of  “The  Saami: 
People  of  the  Sun  and  Wind,”  a 
semi-nomadic  people  who  live  in 
Northern  Sweden,  Norway, 
Finland  and  Russia.  Their  work 
is  now  on  display  at  the  San 
Francisco  Craft  and  Folk  Art 
Museum. 

So  on  Monday,  September 
25th,  1995,  Maud  Hallin  was 
given  a  Certificate  of  Recognition 
and  a  name  plaque  of  “People 
Who  Make  A  Difference”  which 


in  part  cited  her  as  a  “Telegraph 
Hill  Dweller  who  makes  the  Hill 
a  better  place  to  live,  improving 
the  Hill  as  a  neighborhood, 
conserving  the  quality  of  life,  and 
enhancing  the  urban  environ¬ 
ment.”  The  next  annual  award 
will  be  given  at  the  Holiday  party 
at  Julius’  Castle. 

The  N.I.C.E.  Committee  is 
seeking  nominations  of  individu¬ 
als  or  groups  on  Telegraph  Hill 
whose  efforts  meet  the  criteria  of 
our  committee:  “Neighborhood 
improvement,  conservation,  and 
enhancement.”  Write  or  phone 
Dawne  Bernhardt  with  your 
nomination  for  this  recognition  of 
service  to  the  Hill. 


Continued  on  page  11 
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°|WSA  N  REMO  HOIII 

San  Francisco’s  Best  Kept  Secret 


“WHEN  I  FOUND  THE  SAN  REMO  I  KNEW 
I  HAD  STRUCK  GOLD.” 

Susan  Spano,  New  York  Times 

“YOU  CAN  COUNT  ON  THE  FRIENDLY,  BILINGUAL, 
CITY  SAVVY  STAFF  AT  THE  SAN  REMO  HOTEL.” 

Northern  California  Best  Places  -  1995-96 

“SAN  REMO  IS  A  LITTLE  CHARMER." 

The  Women’s  Travel  Guide 

“THE  SAN  REMO  HOTEL  IS  A  GREAT  PLACE  FOR 
SINGLE  TRAVELERS  TO  FEEL  AT  HOME.” 

Mary  Forgione,  LA  Daily  News 

“SAN  REMO  HOTEL  IS  TIDY  AND  ENDEARING.” 

San  Francisco’s  Top  10  Hotels,  LA  Times 

“THIS  PLACE  IS  PERFECT!" 

Postcard  from  Faye  of  Half  Moon  Bay 


♦  1906  Historic  Hotel 
4  Charming  European  Style  Pensione 
4  Near  Fisherman’s  Wharf  and  North  Beach 
4  $45  to  $65  Nightly  4  1  Block  to  Cable  Cars 


2237  Mason  Street  Near  Chestnut  ♦  (800)  352-REMO  ♦  (415)  776-8688 


ConJiLiQUOR 

- - 

the  Wine  &  Spirits  experts 


On  Washing  ton  Square 

5  8  5  Columbus  Avenue 
San  Francisco,  CA  94133 
Fax  415/296-7825 
Telephone  415/986-4036 
1  -  8  0  0  -  2  5  5  -COIT 


Freebairn-Smith  &  Associates 

Planning,  Urban  Design,  Architecture 


(415)  398  4094 
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N.I.C.E.  Committee 
Report... 


Continued  from  page  8 


On  October  15,  THD  partici¬ 
pated  in  Fall  Clean-up  Day. 

Kellin  Defield,  Marilyn  Breen, 

Pat  Cady,  Kevin  Kilduff,  Mia 
Morrill,  Beate  Boultinghouse  and 
Marilyn  Breen  joined  N.I.C.E. 
Committee  members  Dawne 
Bernhardt,  Susan  Calendar,  Joan 
Wood,  Art  Chang,  Howard  Wong 
and  Sara  Thomas  to  sweep  up 
litter,  map  graffiti  and  report 
particularly  dirty  streets  to  the 
Department  of  Public  Works’ 
Eco-Blitz  team  for  follow  up. 
Dawne,  Susan,  and  Sara  called 
on  over  fifty  shop  owners  to 
deliver  flyers  and  encourage  them 
to  keep  up  with  litter  and  clean 
their  sidewalks.  Clean-up  Days 
will  be  held  next  year  in  April, 
July  and  October. 

Members  who  want  to  know 
more  about  the  N.I.C.E. 
Committee’s  efforts  to  preserve 
and  enhance  the  character  of 
Telegraph  Hill  may  call  either  co- 


Some  of  THD's  Eco-Blitz  Team. 

chair  Dawne  Bernhardt  982- 
3314,  or  Art  Chang  331-9595, 

\733.  All  members  are  welcome 
to  attend  meetings  held  first 
Thursdays  of  each  month  from  7- 
9  pm. 


TRAVEL  ZONE 

North  Beach  Custom  Framing 

Ann  Beckom 

Independent  Travel  Agent 

POSTERS  -  FINE  ARTS  -  MIRRORS 

EXPERTISE  IN  SPECIAL  NEEDS  TRAVEL 

Tom  Lee 

Call  me  for  all  your  travel  needs 

523  Green  Street  (by  Grant),  San  Francisco,  CA  941 33 

415-398-5887 

Tel  &  Fax  986-0366  Pager  719-5919 

Good  News! 

by  Helen  von  Ammon 

John  Masliah  of  David’s 
United  Stores,  Inc.,  smiles 
widely.  “We  are  not  going  belly 
up!”  John  and  the  property 
owner  arrived  at  an  amicable 
lease  agreement  enabling  this 
eclectic  store  to  continue  in  its 
present  location  at  1415  Stockton. 
David’s  has  been  a  favorite 
neighborhood  resource  since  the 
1950s  when  John’s  uncle  David 
M.  David  outfitted  some  1000 
boats  which  fished  the  Bay  for 
sardines.  John  and  Uncle  David 
express  their  profound  thanks  to 
all  the  friends  w  ho  supported 
them  during  this  unsettled  period. 
David  will  be  in  the  store  from 
time  to  time,  so  stop  by  and  say 
hello.  Hours  are  9:30  to  5:30 
Monday  through  Saturday; 
Sunday  10-4. 


Library  Update 

by  Gardner  Haskell 

Ruthanne  Lum  McCunn,  the 
San  Francisco  author  of  Thousand 
Pieces  of  Gold,  will  read  from 
and  sign  copies  of  her  latest  book 
Wooden  Fish  Songs.  Tuesday, 
December  5th.  North  Beach 
Library,  Mason  &  Columbus 
Streets;  7  to  8  p.m.;  (415)  274- 
0270. 

Correction 

The  Planning  and  Zoning 
Committee  reported  in  the  last 
Semaphore  that  variances  were 
issued  for  new  construction  at 
1440-46  Kearny;  however  no 
variances  were  required. 


Hill  Crime  Statistics 

by  Pat  Lorentzen 


For  the  AUG-OCT  Period 


1994 

1995 

%CHANGE 

TYPE: 

Homocide 

0 

0 

Rape 

Robbery 

0 

10 

0 

18 

Assault 

23 

32 

Burglary 

Theft 

52 

158 

14 

112 

Auto 

61 

54 

Other 

148 

144 

TOTAL 

452 

374 

-17.3% 

The  holiday  season  is  here  with  all  its  festive  activities.  However,  not  everyone 
shows  good  will  to  all,  so  be  cautious  as  you  venture  about  during  these  long,  dark 
nights.  Walk  with  a  purpose,  park  cars  in  lighted  areas,  lock  packages  in  the  trunk 
out  of  sight.  Be  aware  of  what  is  going  on  around  you  and  have  a  safe  and  happy 
holiday. 


Keep  Friends 
UP-TO-DATE 
on  News  of 
Telegraph  Hill 

Sign  Them  Up  as 
THD  Members 
&  They’ll  Get  a 
Semaphore 
Subscription 

Name: 


Street: 


City: _ 

State: _ Zip: _ 

ONLY  $25 

THE  TELEGRAPH  HILL 
DWELLERS 
P.O.BOX  330159 
SAN  FRANCISCO ,  CA 
94133 


The  Fourth  World  Conference  For  Women 

by  Beate  Boultinghouse 


Editor's  Note:  The  following  is 
an  excerpt  from  a  longer  article. 
Beate  is  a  new  THD  member  who 
will  be  glad  to  provide  the 
complete  text  to  interested 
members  on  request. 

The  Fourth  World  Conference 
for  Women  held  in  Beijing,  China 
this  past  September  marked  the 
lives  of  many,  including  myself.  I 
had  the  good  fortune  to  attend  the 
NGO  (NonGovemmental  Organi¬ 
zations),  to  hear  and  be  heard.  I 
also  got  a  taste  of  what  life  can  be 
like  under  communist  rule. 

During  formal  meetings  my 
group  held  with  Chinese  women 
(hand-picked  and  coached  by 
Communist  Party  leaders), 
information  about  present  living 
and  working  conditions  were 
revealed.  For  centuries  before  the 
1949  communist  takeover, 

Chinese  women  were  considered 
chattel  —  put  on  earth  to  serve 
man  (literally).  Protocol  required 
women  to  be  subservient  first  to 
their  fathers,  then  to  their 
husbands,  and  finally  to  their 
eldest  son.  The  feet  of  female 
children  were  bound,  since  tiny 
feet  were  considered  feminine  and 
made  a  woman  more  marriage¬ 
able.  This  practice  crippled 
women  for  their  entire  lives. 
Women  were  not  educated, 
allowed  to  vote,  or  to  have 
meaningful  employment.  They 
could  not  choose  their  own 
spouses.  As  a  result,  Chinese 


women  were  unable  to  improve 
their  lives  or  become  indepen¬ 
dent. 

After  1949,  many  of  these 
practices  were  abolished.  Women 
no  longer  had  to  bind  their  feet. 
Marriages  were  no  longer  pre¬ 
arranged.  An  education  was 
required  for  all  citizens,  male  or 
female,  and  women  had  the  right 
to  vote  and  to  find  employment 
outside  the  home. 

Presentations  at  our  meeting  by 
both  American  and  Chinese 
women  revealed  many  similarities 
in  the  types  of  problems  we  still 
face.  The  “glass  ceiling”  appar¬ 
ently  isn’t  just  an  American 
problem,  with  fewer  women  in 
both  countries  able  to  attain  the 
upper  limits  of  a  hierarchy, 
whether  in  the  job  market  or  in 
the  educational  system.  As  a 
result,  and  also  because  of  the 
social  stigma  of  a  woman  being 
“bigger  or  better”  than  a  man, 
relatively  few  women  have 
careers,  power  and  income 
comparable  to  men.  Spousal 
abuse  is  another  problem  common 
in  both  countries.  It’s  also  not 
discussed  openly  in  China  or 
addressed  in  the  courts  to  the 
same  degree  that  it  occurs.  When 
the  subject  was  broached  by  an 
American  woman  during  our 
formal  discussions,  the  Chinese 
moderator  changed  the  subject  by 
immediately  introducing  the  next 
speaker.  So  much  for  free  speech. 


Communist  security  arrange¬ 
ments  were  the  most  antithetical 
to  the  American  way  of  life. 
There  were  observation  cameras 
everywhere  —  in  hotel  hallways 
and  lobbies,  restaurants,  on  the 
street,  and  in  the  stadium  where 
the  opening  ceremonies  were 
held.  Where  there  weren’t 
cameras,  there  were  soldiers  (not 
armed  that  I  could  see),  in  pairs 
or  groups  walking  among  the 
people.  Our  hotel  rooms  were 
searched  regularly  to  check  for 
subversive  materials  or  pornogra¬ 
phy.  No  one  ever  was  alone  or 
unmatched  except  while  we  were 
in  our  rooms  (I  hope).  The 
Chinese  police,  certain  that  the 
American  women  would  protest 
nude  in  the  streets,  stored  3000 
sheets  to  cover  them. 

These  are  just  a  few  examples 
reflecting  similarities  and 
differences  between  our  two 
cultures.  The  Chinese  women  are 
very  proud  of  the  enormous 
strides  they  have  made  in  the  past 
45  years.  The  American  women 
applaud  these  accomplishments, 
but  also  realize  that  the  Chinese 
have  a  long  way  to  go  before  they 
reach  our  level  of  accomplish¬ 
ment.  By  sharing  our  experi¬ 
ences,  successes  and  failures,  we 
have  hopefully  made  their  journey 
a  little  shorter. 
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Trees!  Trees!  Trees! 

by  Julienne  M.  Christensen 

How  is  the  400  Trees  project  going? 

Our  first  planting  was  the  end  of  August,  our  most  recent  was  the 
beginning  of  December.  In  that  time,  we  planted  215  trees.  Over  300 
people  have  contributed  their  time  and  effort  to  the  project. 

When  is  the  next  planting? 

Saturday,  February  3. 

Can  I  get  a  tree  in  front  of  my  building? 

If  you  don’t  know  the  coordinator  on  your  street,  call  Julie 
Christensen  at  989-4300  for  forms  and  information.  If  you  are  the 
owner  of  your  building,  you  just  sign  up.  If  you  are  a  tenant,  your 
landlord  must  sign  the  documents,  but  you  can  offer  to  maintain  the 
tree. 

If  I  can’t  have  a  tree,  can  I  still  help? 

Please!  We  need  coordinators  to  help  contact  people  on  their  street 
and  help  sign  up  others.  Call  Julie  Christensen.  We  need  volunteers 
on  planting  days  to  help  plant  and  to  make  and  organize  lunch  for  the 
planters.  Call  Barbara  Messmore  at  982-2984.  People  have  been  very 
generous  with  donations  and  that  helps,  too.  Contributions  should  be 
made  out  to  the  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers  and  earmarked  for  the  400 
Trees  project,  and  mailed  to  THD  at  P.O.  Box  330159,  SF,  CA  94133. 
There  are  jobs  for  all  levels  of  energy  and  expertise! 

How  much  longer  will  the  project  go  on? 

Originally  our  grant  was  set  to  expire  at  the  end  of  this  year.  Based 
on  our  progress  in  the  last  few  months,  and  the  continuing  enthusiasm 
of  the  neighborhood,  we  have  been  given  an  extension  through  next 
April. 

So  there  will  be  plantings  in  the  Spring? 

Yes.  We  will  probably  plant  on  March  30  and  April  20.  This  is  our 
last  chance! 

Anything  else? 

Yes!  Please  profusely  thank  those  who  have  given  so  much  to  this 
project.  Those  who  have  new'  trees,  please  remember  to  water!  Those 
who  don’t  have  trees  —  why  not? 


1. 
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Find  it  at  Figoni's 

by  Helen  von  Ammon 


It’s  a  mystery.  Changing  a 
lightbulb  challenges  some  of  us, 
yet  we  cannot  pass  a  hardware 
store  without  gazing  at  ever)'  item 
in  the  window.  Finally  we 
succumb  and  enter  the  store. 

“If  it’s  not  in  here  maybe  it 
doesn’t  exist.”  On  hearing  this 
ad  I’m  not  reminded  of  the  Smart 
Yellow  Pages,  but  of  Figoni 
Hardware  Company,  1351  Grant 
Avenue.  Cross  the  threshold  and 
step  back  in  time  some  eighty 
years.  The  oiled  floors  date  from 
1907  when  the  store  was  a  source 
for  materials  used  to  rebuild  the 
city  after  the  devastating  1906 
San  Francisco  earthquake. 
Originally  there  were  two  stores 
side  by  side.  The  numerals  1345 
remain  on  the  glass  where  the 
adjacent  door  stood.  The  present 
owner  of  the  store  is  Melvin 
Figoni  whose  Uncle  Louis  had  the 
foresight  to  pull  down  the  wall  to 
make  one  large  store.  The 
building  has  been  left  pretty  much 
as  it  was  in  1924  when  Mel 
worked  there  for  his  uncle. 
Seventy  years  have  passed  and 
Mel  is  still  on  the  job  8  to  5  every 
day  except  Wednesday  and 
Sunday  when  Figoni  Hardware  is 
closed. 

From  the  sixteen-foot  ceilings 
hang  large,  unshaded  light  bulbs 
which  provide  excellent  illumina¬ 
tion,  and  compensate  for  the  two 
skylights  which  contribute 
atmosphere,  but  little  light.  Mel’s 


office  is  centered  under  the 
wooden,  half-circle  of  wood 
which  projects  from  wall  molding 
on  each  side.  Formerly  the  office 
was  encased  in  rounded  glass 
panels  with  a  curved  door. 
Removed  years  ago,  the  glass 
remains  on  the  property.  Within 
this  sanctuary  a  Dalton  adding 
machine  and  a  large,  three- 
drawer  National  Cash  Register 
are  still  functioning  faithfully 
since  1925.  You  won’t  find 
computers,  scanners  or  bar  codes 
here.  How  is  this  incredible 
number  of  items  kept  in  stock? 
Couldn’t  be  simpler.  When 
someone  sells  one  of  the  last 
squeezles,  this  information  is 
written  in  ink  on  the  “Wish 
Book.”  Supply  salesmen  come  in 
and  replace  items  from  this  5"x8" 
lined  pad. 

Figoni  windows  are  unques¬ 
tionably  the  most  attractive  of  any 
hardware  store  anywhere;  they 
always  represent  a  cheerful  aspect 
of  everyday  functions.  Recent 
windows  displayed,  atop  black 
and  white  tiles,  brilliant  red 
Italian  ceramics  and  great  platters 
painted  with  fresh-looking 
vegetables,  encouraging  cheerful 
dining  alone  or  with  friends. 

There  are  pasta  machines, 
functional  cheese  graters,  knives 
you  didn’t  know  you  needed,  an 
assortment  of  well-designed 
stove-top  espresso  makers,  perfect 
for  your  coffee  fix.  Another 
window  features  the  pleasures  of 


summer.  Packets  of  flower  and 
veggie  seeds;  cotton,  heavy  duty 
and  soft  leather  gloves;  baskets 
and  garden  tools,  all  invite  a  day 
of  digging  in  Telly  Hill  soil. 

Bocce  ball  is  no  longer  played 
only  by  retired  Italians  behind  the 
North  Beach  library.  It  has 
caught  on  with  youngsters  of  all 
ages.  Figoni  has  Italian  bocce 
balls  in  a  handy  blue  carry  bag 
ready  to  roll  in  Golden  Gate  Park 
and  Aquatic  Park. 

The  annual  Christmas  snow 
window,  which  charms  all  who 
see  it,  was  started  by  Mel’s  son 
Mel  Jr.  long  ago.  People  are 
drawn  into  the  store,  stroll 
around,  surprised  to  see  huge 
wooden  nail  kegs  from  Belgium 
and  chestnut  roasting  pans  which 
were  thought  to  have  disappeared 
along  with  glass  tops  for  percola¬ 
tors.  Nostalgically  they  comment, 
“Your  village  Christmas  scene 
reminds  me  so  much  of  my  home 
town.”  A  homeless  man  chose  to 
sleep  in  Figoni’s  doorway  at 
Christmas  because  it  made  him 
think  of  home. 

The  most  outstanding  feature 
in  recent  windows  were  the 
professional  aluminum  pots,  the 
type  used  by  restaurants.  These 
Eagle  brand  pots  have  been 
stocked  by  Figoni  for  some  20 
years,  neatly  nested  on  high 
shelves.  A  frequent  customer  all 

Continued  on  next  page 


Figoni's... 

Continued  from  previous  page 

those  years,  I  never  saw  them.  In 
the  window,  displayed  like  art 
forms,  the  aluminum  pots’ 
gleaming,  satiny  texture  made  one 
long  to  touch  them. 

Gail  Figoni,  Mel’s  daughter-in- 
law,  designs  these  outstanding 
windows  and  is,  herself,  a  color 
coordinated  beauty.  Gail  has  also 
added  touches  inside  the  store  — 
aprons,  dish  towels  and  cloth 
napkins  in  happy  colors;  cloth 
bags  with  plastic  liners  to  keep 
fresh  your  daily  bread.  There  is 
sourdough  starter,  wine  vinegar, 
olive  oil,  fancy  mustard  and 
assorted  clay  containers  to  hold 
stinky  garlic. 

One  of  the  most  endearing 
features  about  Figoni’s  is  that  few 
items  are  packaged  in  multiples. 
Try  to  replace  one  simple  plastic 
soap  dish  for  your  bathroom 
which  dates  from  1955  or  earlier, 
the  chic  era  of  violet,  apple  green 
and  black  tiles.  In  contemporary 
hardware  stores,  soap  dishes  are 
packaged  in  multiples  which  will 
last  into  3,000  AD.  Worse,  they 
are  devilishly  entombed  in  plastic, 
guaranteed  to  bust  at  least  two 
fingernails. 

Lay  your  problem  on  Emile  or 
Ron,  longtime  Figoni  salesmen, 
sympathetic  listeners  and  problem 
solvers.  They  nod  in  agreement, 
“Oh,  I  don’t  think  we  have 
those.”  Mel  points  at  yonder 
wall.  “Yeah,  we  have  them,  over 


there  in  the  far  corner,  top  shelf, 
there’s  a  box  of  ‘em .”  Emile 
quickly  slides  the  movable  ladder 
affixed  to  the  wall,  hops  up  the 
rungs,  agile  as  a  sure-footed 
orangutan.  A  single  soap  dish, 
neatly  wrapped  in  tissue  is 
produced;  cheers  all  around. 

Figoni  is  patronized  not  only 
by  North  Beachers  and  Telly  Hill 
clans  but  folks  from  all  over  the 
city.  Many  tourists  consider 
Figoni’s  an  important  stop  on 
their  walking  tours  of  San 
Francisco.  All  are  welcome  to 
spend  time  in  this  unhurried 
atmosphere  without  a  sales  pitch 
from  Mel,  Emile  or  Ron. 

FYI  -  Figoni  will  duplicate 
most  keys  in  a  trice.  But  to  have 
extra  keys  made  for  your 
Mercedes  and  Ferrari  you’re  on 
your  own. 


Coalitions 

Merge 

by  Sue  Cauthen 

The  Coalition  for  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Neighborhoods  (CSFN)  is 
once  again  representing  all  the 
neighborhoods  of  San  Francisco, 
and  THD  is  looking  for  someone 
to  attend  its  meetings.  The  San 
Francisco  League  of  Neighbor¬ 
hoods,  of  which  THD  was  a 
charter  member,  voted  to  rejoin 


the  CSFN,  after  two  years  as  an 
independent  organization. 

Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers  joined 
a  group  of  prominent  San 
Francisco  neighborhood  organi¬ 
zations  to  form  the  League  in 
1992,  following  debate  over 
certain  CSFN  procedural  issues. 
Those  issues  have  now  been 
resolved,  and  the  League  has 
reaffiliated  with  the  Coalition. 

Composed  of  32  neighborhood 
groups,  from  Bayview  to  Pacific 
Heights,  CSFN  meets  every 
month  to  discuss  land  use  issues 
of  concern  to  San  Franciscans. 
The  membership  takes  positions 
on  critical  matters  affecting  the 
quality  of  life  in  the  city  and 
disseminates  them  to  decision¬ 
makers  in  City  Hall  and  other  key 
people  in  government  and  the 
private  sector.  Some  topics  under 
study  at  the  Coalition  are  residen¬ 
tial  zoning  and  the  future  of  the 
Presidio. 

Any  member  of  Telegraph  Hill 
Dwellers  is  welcome  to  attend 
meetings,  which  are  held  the 
third  Tuesday  of  the  month  at 
7:30  p.m.  at  the  Police  Station  at 
Turk  and  Fillmore  Streets. 
Parking  is  provided.  If  you  are 
interested  in  becoming  an 
alternate  delegate,  please  contact 
Sue  Cauthen,  Neighborhood 
Liaison  Committee  chair,  at  391- 
0737. 
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Thanks,  Thanks,  Thanks,  Thanks 


These  businesses  and  friends  of  Telegraph  Hill 

Dwellers  donated  raffle  prizes  to  THD’s  picnic. 

The  prizes  were  the  best  ever. 

Biordi  Italian  Imports 
American  Romantic 
Columbine  Design 
Mama’s  Girl 
East/West  Leather 
Ocean  Front  Walkers 
Tower  Tours 
Nature  Stop 
Grant  Cleaners 
Danilo  Bakery 
Stella  Pastry 
Liguria  Bakery 
Italian  French  Bakery 
Knitz  &  Leather 
Claire  McQueeney 
North  Point  Health  Club 
Charmante  Beauty  Salon 
Prudente  &  Company  Deli 
Beach  Blanket  Babylon 
Azul 

Show  Biz 
Toko  Imports 
Napoli  Market 
The  Record  Store 


Restaurants 

Caffe  Greco 
Capp’s  Comer 
Bocce 
Basta  Pasta 
Caffe  Trieste 
Endangered  Spices 
Cafferata 
Pompei’s  Grotto 
Mo’s 
Little  City 
Caffe  Freddy 

Washington  Square  Bar  &  Grill 

Moose’s 

Scoma’s 

Caesar’s 

Castagnola’s 

La  Felce 

Lefty  O’Doul’s 

Marin  Joe’s 

Pier  23 

Pasta  Pomodoro 
U.S.  Restaurant 
Bimbo’s  365  Club 
Village  Pizzeria 
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Show  neighborhood  support... 


Yerba  Buena 

S®m  Ui?®m®88®®  ©<&<5<6ItI33 
Stoat?  IP®w©flO 


Fast  Delivery 


956-5678 


All  Major  Lines 


<Pahicia  <D.  JZorenljen 


ADMINISTRATIVE  CONSULTANT 


433  Green  Street  no.  a 

SAN  FRANCISCO.  CALIFORNIA  94133 

(A15)  781-0456 


YVONNE  COCINO 

Realtor® 


Office  (415)  921-0113 
Voice  Mail  (4 1 5 )  92 1  -032 1  x  1 35 
Residence  (415)  922-6404 
Fax  (415)  921-1653 

Mason-McDuffie  Real  Estate  Inc. 

2200  Union  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94123 


Telegraph  Hill  Residents  Since  1987 
Active  Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers  Members 
Specializing  in 
Telegraph  and  Russian  Hills 


CURTISS  and  CARLIE  GIBBS 

Pacific  Union  Residential  Brokerage 
601  Van  Ness,  San  Francisco 
(415)  474-6600 


LOUIS  J.  SILCOX 


TELEGRAPH  HILL  DWELLER 
SINCE  1975 


Specialist  in  Telegraph  &  Russian  Hill  Properties 

1699  Van  Ness  Avenue 
San  Franciscom,  CA  94109 
(415)  474-1750 

Res:(415)  788-2008  Fax:(415)  771-1264 
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Robert  and  Nancy  Katz: 
A  Bench  for  Two 

by  Andy  Katz 


Andy  Katz  and  Judi  Powell  on  the  bench  Andy  donated  to  honor  Nancy  and  Bob. 


There  is  a  new  bench  in 
Washington  Square  Park  that  I 
donated  to  honor  my  parents.  It 
has  two  plaques  on  it,  placed  close 
together  in  the  middle  of  the 
bench  as  if  Bob  and  Nancy  are 
sitting  there  with  their  arms 
around  each  other,  drinking  in  the 
beautiful  scene  in  front  of  them... 
those  bright  green  parrots  squawk¬ 
ing  in  the  trees  and  then  suddenly 
taking  flight  together  in  an 
explosion  of  color,  and  the 
majestic  Sts.  Peter  and  Paul 
church  glowing  in  the  dimming 
light  of  sunset.  What  better  place 
to  have  a  lasting  tribute  to  them 
than  in  the  “backyard  of  North 
Beach?”  My  parents  helped  to 
prevent  an  underground  garage 
from  ruining  this  very  park  years 
ago  and  my  mother  replaced  the 
leaning  Cedrus  Deodara  which 
stands  near  the  bench.  Go  visit 
the  bench,  have  a  seat  for  a  few 
minutes  and  this  feel  of  a  park  will 
calm  you.  Here’s  how  to  get  there: 


If  you  are  standing  in  front  of 
Malvina’s  on  the  northeast 
corner  of  the  intersection  of 
Stockton  and  Union  streets,  head 
west  across  Stockton  and  follow 
the  small  path  leading  into 
Washington  Square  Park 


immediately  to  your  right  on  the 
Stockton  Street  side  of  the  park. 
It’s  the  first  bench  on  your  left  as 
you  enter  the  park  and  the  tree 
stands  just  a  bit  further  down  the 
path  on  the  right-hand  side.  Be 
sure  to  say  hi  to  Bob  and  Nancy. 
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Telegraph  Hill  Dwellers  Honor  Robert  and  Nancy  Katz 


by  Patricia  Cady 

As  the  year  ends  I’m  glad  to 
announce  that  Andy  Katz  has 
approved  a  plan  by  which  our 
organization  can  acknowledge  the 
contributions  of  his  parents  who 
were  founding  members,  and  who 
for  forty  years  worked  to  solve  our 
neighborhood’s  most  critical 
problems.  Of  several  plans 
submitted,  Joe  Butler’s  was 
accepted.  He  proposed  that  six, 
silver-green  Pathfinder  Juniper 
trees  be  planted  on  the  Kearny 
Street  right-of-way  between 
Telegraph  Hill  Blvd.  and  Garfield 
School.  The  site  is  on  the  route 
of  the  39  bus  which  still  serves 
the  neighborhood,  thanks  to 
Nancy.  In  her  delightful  article 
in  the  June  1994  Semaphore, 
Helen  von  Ammon  reported  that 
Nancy  and  Dorothy  Erskine  were 
planting  and  tending  street  trees 
by  themselves  long  before  the 
Park  Department  had  the  idea. 
They  became  the  inspiration 
behind  Friends  of  the  Urban 
Forest  which  is  now  spearheading 
the  planting  of  400  trees  on 
Telegraph  Hill. 

This  row  of  trees  will  grace  an 
area  that,  when  you  look  at  it, 
appears  to  have  been  reserved  for 
something  very  important.  This 
is  it.  A  freely  given  gift  to 
millions  of  visitors  who  will 
admire  the  trees  over  the  course 
of  what  we  trust  will  be  long  and 
healthy  lifetimes.  On  the  plaque 
that  will  soon  dedicate  the  little 
grove  to  the  Katz’  will  be  a  few 


words  that  acknowledge  their 
spirit  and  toughness  that  helped 
preserve  the  character  and  beauty 
of  the  Hill.  To  me,  the  message 
they  have  left  is  a  warning  to  take 
nothing  for  granted.  They  fought 
many  rounds,  including  for  a  40- 
foot  height  limit.  Now  it’s 
become  our  turn  to  defend  against 
encroaching  large-scale  develop¬ 
ments  and  the  gradual  loss  of 
both  open  space  and  the  unique 
structures  that  define  the  neigh¬ 
borhood. 

Nancy  wrote  the  first  THD 
newsletter  in  1956.  Writing  this 
now  as  The  Semaphore's  present 
editor,  I  recall  meeting  her  in  the 
seventies  when  she  had  brought  to 
City  Hall  the  concept  of  the  “A” 
Residential  Parking  bumper 
sticker.  Had  anyone  heard  of 
such  a  thing?  I  wondered,  shy, 
quiet  and  intimidated  by  authority 
—  Nancy’s  forthrightness  had 
shocked  me.  We  met  in  a  dance 
class  run  with  an  iron  hand  by  the 
legendary  Klama  Pinska,  the  last 
of  the  Ruth  St.  Denis  dancers, 
whose  reputation  luckily  did  not 
depend  upon  the  talent  of  her 
pupils.  I  didn’t  live  in  the 
neighborhood  then.  As  I  ques¬ 
tioned  Nancy  about  her  work 
during  our  breaks  she  realized  she 
had  the  chance  to  educate  me 
about  community  rights  and 
responsibilities.  Chiefly,  she  was 
practical.  It  just  made  sense  to 
her  to  solve  problems.  If  it  didn’t 
work  one  way,  you  tried  it  another 


way,  but  you  never  gave  up  on 
something  important,  or  caved  in 
to  people  who  thought  they  could 
scare  you.  Unexpectedly,  I 
employed  that  lesson  many  years 
later  when  the  need  to  protect  a 
local  historic  building  from 
needless  destruction  became  very 
important  to  me.  Nancy’s 
unlikely  student  went  to  City  Hall 
on  extremely  shaky  legs  and 
gradually  discovered  that  work 
and  achievement  are  much  more 
important  than  fear. 

I’m  glad  to  have  this  chance  to 
acknowledge  Nancy’s  influence, 
and  I  welcome  the  recollections  of 
other  members  who  knew  or 
worked  with  her  and  Bob  and 
would  like  to  express  their  own 
experiences  in  The  Semaphore. 

I’m  glad  that  Joe  Butler,  another 
urban  hero,  proposed  a  way  to 
remember  them  that  is  congruent 
and  lasting.  Joe  and  Andy  led  a 
ground-breaking  work  party  on 
November  18  and  scheduled  the 
planting  of  the  memorial  trees  for 
9  a  m.  on  Saturday,  December  2. 
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Broadway:  Bom  of  the  Barbary  Coast 


Director,  North  Beach  Chamber  of  Commerce 


by  Marsha  Garland,  Executive 

Continued  from  September  issue. 

Part  II 

Beyond  Broadway,  North 
Beach  was  a  lumber  depository. 
Before  people  worried  about 
landfill,  there  really  was  a  beach 
and  the  meandering  coastline’s 
marshy  waters  cut  in  as  far  as 
Chestnut  in  the  vicinity  of 
Columbus. 

Senora  Juana  Briones  grew 
herbs  on  her  rancho  that  encom¬ 
passed  what  was  to  become 
Washington  Square.  In  the  late 
1800s,  Irish  shanties  and  newly- 
built  Italian  homes  sprouted  on  all 
sides  of  Telegraph  Hill. 

In  1854,  the  city’s  first  syna¬ 
gogue,  Congregation  Emanu-El, 
was  constructed  on  Broadway  for 
$20,000.  Then  there  was  Henry 
Brader’s  soda  factory.  In  1875, 
Our  Lady  of  Guadalupe  Church 
rose  majestically  above  Broadway 
on  the  eastern  slope  of  Russian 
Hill.  In  1917,  a  German  Method¬ 
ist  Church  was  built  nearby. 

There  were  35  hotels  and  board¬ 
ing  houses  between  the  Bay  and 
Russian  Hill. 

In  1850,  three  arson  fires 
swiftly  destroyed  most  of 
Broadway’s  buildings.  (No  doubt 
started  by  the  Sydney  Ducks.) 

One  undaunted  Broadway 
restauranteur  stood  by  as  his 
establishment  went  up  in  smoke. 


He  quickly  raked  the  live  coals  off 
his  property,  immediately  threw 
up  a  shack,  tracked  down  some 
tables,  cutlery  and  food,  and  by 
dinnertime  was  ready  for  a  long 
line  of  hungry,  weary  customers. 
No  planning  commissioners 
hindered  his  determination! 

In  1863,  the  State  Legislature 
gave  its  official  permission  to 
build  the  Broadway  Tunnel  but 
that  labor  intensive  project  was 
not  completed  until  almost  100 
years  later. 

The  1906  Great  Earthquake 
and  Fire  not  only  changed  the 
face  of  San  Francisco  forever;  it 
also,  for  the  most  part,  wiped  out 
the  notorious  Barbary  Coast. 

The  San  Francisco  Brewing 
Company  at  155  Pacific  was  built 
immediately  after  the  earthquake 
and  is  evocative  of  many  Barbary 
Coast  taverns.  The  Saloon  at 
1232  Grant  survived  the  1906 
conflagration,  thanks  to  volunteer 
firemen  who  didn’t  want  to  lose 
their  favorite  bar  or  the  upstairs 
boarding  house  where  their 
mistresses  lived. 

By  the  early  20th  century, 
Broadway  was  still  unpaved  —  in 
dry  weather  deeply  rutted,  in  hot 
weather  dusty,  and  in  wet  weather 
oozing  mud.  Lined  with  Italian 
groceries  and  heavily  sprinkled 
with  billiard  parlors,  dance  halls 


and  theaters,  Broadway,  like 
Columbus  Avenue,  was  an 
important  artery  of  a  rapidly 
growing  Little  Italy. 

The  high  ceilings  of  Garibaldi 
Hall  (now  the  On  Broadway 
Theatre),  designed  by  Henry 
Pizzigoni,  resounded  with 
operatic  arias.  And  when  operas 
weren’t  being  performed,  the 
theater  was  a  venue  for  the  Italian 
community’s  dances,  dinners  and 
receptions. 

There  were  always  lots  of 
restaurants.  In  1912,  the  Capurro 
family  established  Lou’s  Rendez¬ 
vous  at  373  Broadway.  The 
restaurant’s  motto  was  “The 
Perfect  Way  to  Waste  a  Day.” 
Lou’s  served  business  people  in 
the  shipping  trade  from  the 
nearby  Embarcadero. 

But  most  notable  of  the  earliest 
Broadway  restaurants  was  Fior 
D’ltalia,  established  in  1886  on 
the  site  that  later  became 
Vanessi’s.  In  1936,  the  Fior 
moved  to  the  next  block  and  in 
1954  sold  that  location  to  impre¬ 
sario  Enrico  Banducci,  who 
established  his  world  famous, 
namesake  sidewalk  cafe.  In  1954, 
the  Fior  moved  to  its  present 
Washington  Square  location. 

New  Joe’s,  established  by  Joe 
Ingrazzia  at  540  Broadway  (truly 
the  first  of  the  “Joe’s”),  along 

Continued  on  page  24 
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LUNCH  -  DINNER  -  LATE  NIGHT 
Eat  in  or  Take  Out 

Bay  &  Powell  •  Northpoint  Mall 

Validated  Parking 


JIJ1IUS 

CASTIE 

1541  Montgomery  St  Son  Francisco,  CA 
Atop  Telegraph  Hilt  overlooking  San  Francisco  Bay 
Featuring  exquisite  continental  cuisine, 
elegant  service,  rare  vintage  wines  and  spirits 
with  unsurpassed  views  in  an  intimcte  atmosphere. 

A  San  Francisco  Tradition  since  1922. 


Lunch  Monday-  Friday  trom  11:30-4:00  p.m. 

Evenings  from  5:00- 10  00  p.m. 

All  major  credit  card*  accepted.  /  Valet  forking  /  Private  Portlet  Welcome 


“San  Francisco’s 
Hottest  New 
Small  Hotel” 

EEEE  Decoration, 
London  April  1995 

“An  elaborately 
decorated  shrine 
to  North  Beach  in 
the  50’s  and  60’s” 

Washington  Post 
January  1995 

Hotel  Boheme 
444  Columbus  Ave 
San  Francisco  94133 
Tel:  415.433.91  1  1 
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Barbary  Coast... 

Continued  from  page  22 

with  Vanessi’s  and  Colombo 
Restaurant  (now  Marina  Ditano’s 
Columbus  Restaurant  at  6 1 1 
Broadway)  provided  what  were 
probably  the  first  restaurants  with 
open  kitchens.  Diners  were 
treated  not  only  to  delicious  food 
but  also  to  a  constant  floor  show 
of  a  line  of  flamboyant  Italian 
chefs  tossing  ingredients  high 
into  the  air  from  their  heavy  saute 
pans,  or  flaming  entrees  with  lots 
of  grappa. 

In  1935,  Eduardo  Cantelupo,  a 
tenor  who  had  sung  with  Enrico 
Caruso,  opened  Lupo’s  just  off 
Broadway  on  Kearny.  Cantelupo 
is  credited  with  introducing  pizza 
to  the  West  Coast.  Today,  Lupo’s 
is  Tommaso’s.  Its  owners,  the 
Crotti  family,  still  bake  lip¬ 
smacking  Neapolitan-style  pizza 
in  the  pizzeria’s  old  brick  ovens. 

In  1948,  a  newspaper  journalist 
described  Broadway  as  “five 
blocks  of  chili  joints  and  spa¬ 
ghetti  joints,  neon  lights,  ham¬ 
burger  parlors,  pool  rooms,  with  a 
walk  up  heaven  for  homosexuals 
and  strip  tease  shows.”  The 
“walk  up  heaven”  (although 
certainly  not  just  for  homosexu¬ 
als)  was  Finocchio’s.  Considered 
one  of  the  most  unique  night 
clubs  in  the  world,  Finocchio’s 
featured  first  rate  female  imper¬ 
sonators.  Today’s  performers, 
who  emulate  the  performing 
styles  of  Madonna  and  Dolly 
Parton,  still  showcase  Carmen 
Miranda,  the  big  1940s  star  with 
her  trademark  towering,  fruity 
hats. 


Many  great  show  business 
careers  started  (or  got  an  impor¬ 
tant  boost)  in  night  clubs  on  or 
near  Broadway  —  Barbra 
Streisand,  Johnny  Mathis,  Mort 
Sahl,  the  Kingston  Trio,  Bill 
Cosby,  Phyllis  Diller  and  Woody 
Allen,  to  name  a  few. 

In  1961,  Broadway  was  the 
place  to  go  for  fine  dining  and 
entertainment.  Jazz  was  king  and 
flourished  in  clubs  like 
Banducci’s  hungry  i,  the  Jazz 
Workshop  and  El  Matador. 

In  1963,  The  Condor,  like 
many  other  clubs,  featured  fully- 
costumed  go-go  dancers.  Earlier, 
The  Condor  had  been  the  location 
of  Moretto’s  Drugs  and  the  New 
Royal  Coffee  Shop.  Next  door 
was  Giglio’s  Hot  Lunch,  and  next 
to  that  a  Florsheim  Shoe  Shop. 

But  business  must  have  slowed 
because  The  Condor’s  owners, 
Gino  del  Prete  and  Pete  Mattioli, 
hired  publicist  Davey  Rosenberg 
to  stir  up  some  publicity. 
Rosenberg  succeeded  beyond  their 
wildest  dreams.  In  1964,  he 
coaxed  go-go  dancer  Carol  Doda 
(former  prune  picker  and  wait¬ 
ress)  into  wearing  a  topless 
bathing  suit.  As  luck  would  have 
it,  a  Republican  convention  was 
in  town  and  a  doctor  who  special¬ 
ized  in  silicone  injections  was  in 
the  audience.  The  mobs  returned 
to  Broadway.  Journalists  re¬ 
named  the  street  Mammary  Lane 
and  Bawdway.  Broadway  had 
become  “The  Strip.” 

The  Strip  is  now  just  two 
blocks  long  and,  except  for  a 


couple  of  businesses,  the  blocks 
west  of  Columbus  up  to  the 
Broadway  Tunnel  have  merged 
with  Chinatown.  The  two 
businesses  west  of  Columbus  that 
remain  from  the  old  Broadway 
are  excellent  restaurants: 

Alfred’s  Steakhouse  at  886 
Broadway  and  Columbus  Restau¬ 
rant  at  61 1  Broadway. 

Today,  Broadway  is  in  transi¬ 
tion.  Investors  with  creative  new 
concepts  are  negotiating  for  long- 
vacant  properties.  One  recent 
European  visitor  likened  it  to 
Paris’  Place  Pigalle.  A  few 
topless  clubs  remain,  alongside 
adult  stores  that  sell  everything 
from  condoms  that  glow  in  the 
dark  to  erotic  Art  Deco  lamps. 

The  Condor,  now  a  sports  and 
people  watching  bar,  is  also  a 
fascinating  repository  of  topless- 
era  memorabilia.  Enrico’s 
reopened  in  1992  waving  a  flag 
for  contemporary  jazz,  cabaret 
theater  and  fine  food.  The 
Helmand  prepares  exquisite 
Afghani  cuisine  and  Brandy  Ho’s 
creates  the  ultimate  Hunan  food. 

Some  parts  of  Broadway  appear 
seedy,  but  the  Strip  still  pulses 
with  excitement  after  Super  Bowl 
victories,  on  New  Year’s  Eve,  and 
other  special  occasions. 

A  jaunt  down  Broadway  is  for 
some  “a  walk  on  the  wild  side,” 
while  for  others  it’s  a  delightful, 
fascinating  panorama  of  city  life. 
No  matter  what,  one  thing  is 
certain,  Broadway  was  born  of  the 
Barbary  Coast. 
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Neptune  Society 

*  OF  NORTHERN  CALIFORNIA  ^ 


Since  1974 


Cremation  &  Memorial  Services 


Simple. . . Affordable. . . Personal. .  Dignified 
Sea-Scattering  Services  •  Low-Cost  Funerals 
Our  Neptune  Society  Guaranteed  Trust  Plan 
Protects  Your  Survivors  Emotionally  and  Financially. 

Please  phone  or  write,  to  request  our  free  brochure. 

In  San  Francisco 

2740  Hyde  Street,  Suite  100  San  Francisco,  CA  94109 

(415)  771-0717 


LEVI’S  PLAZA  FITNESS  CENTER 

FITNESS  EVALUATION 
PERSONAL  TRAINING 
AEROBIC  CLASSES 
WEIGHT  TRAINING 
MASSAGE  THERAPY 


1160  BATTERY  ST.  (415)  421-7000 


KATHRYN  R.  BLUM 


KATHY’S  GARDEN  CARE 

Cure  for  your  garden  and  plants  while  you  are  away. 


101  Lombard  Street,  #21 5  W 
San  Francisco,  CA  941 1 1 

(415)981-2540  Indoor  /  Outdoor 


Turn  To  The  Home  Loan  Specialist 

Purchase  Loans  •  Refinance  Loans  •  Equity  Lines  of  Credit 


B5T 


North  Beach  Branch 
1435  Stockton  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94133 
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EurekaBank* 

A  FEDERAL  SAVINCS  RANK 


Diana  Kayiatos 
Branch  Manager 
(415)  391-6210 
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Reporter's 

Notebook 

by  Clyde  Steiner 

Willie  Brown  sat  on  the  bench 
at  the  side  of  the  room,  his  fingers 
intertwined  in  a  tight  clasp  on  his 
lap.  As  THDers,  North  Beachers, 
and  the  Russian  Hill  voters  filled 
the  seats  in  the  church  gym, 

Brown  looked  like  the  little  boy 
sitting  on  the  bench  outside  the 
school  principal’s  office.  He 
would  soon  be  explaining 
himself. 

This  was  in  the  minutes  before 
our  October  sixteenth  pre¬ 
election  issues  night  debate 
began.  Issues  night  actually  began 
three  weeks  before  that  Monday. 

In  those  three  weeks,  THD 
board  member  Arthur  Chang  had 
been  on  the  phone  daily  calling 
the  “handlers”  for  the  mayoral 
hopefuls.  The  daily  phone  calls 
were  a  combination  of  induce¬ 
ment  and  threat:  THD  and  crew 
would  guarantee  a  big  turn-out  of 
potential  voters,  and  Arthur  had 
convinced  political  columnist  Phil 
Matier  to  moderate. 

An  audience  of  more  than  250 
was  a  lot  better  than  the  groups  of 
20  or  30  that  candidates  had 
spent  time  with.  But,  if  they 
didn’t  come,  they’d  have  to  deal 
with  Matier’s  thrusts  in  the 
Chronicle  the  next  morning. 


Of  course  the  THD’s  Issues 
Night  mini  committee  didn’t 
really  have  these  levers  of  power 
over  the  politicos  when  Arthur, 
Mia  Morrill,  and  this  reporter 
started  our  Saturday  morning 
planning  meetings  at  the  round 
cafe  table  on  Corso  Christofo 
Columbo.  We  didn’t  have  the 
funds  to  rent  a  meeting  hall  large 
enough  for  the  audience  we  were 
promising.  We  didn’t  have  the 
assured  commitment  from  a 
“name”  moderator  that  would 
draw  both  the  candidates  and  the 
audience. 

Fortunately  Arthur  did  finally 
get  through  the  voice-mail  system 
at  Sts.  Peter  and  Paul  Church  on 
Washington  Square  and  we  were 
OK’d  as  non-paying  tenants  for 
that  Monday  night.  The  tele¬ 
phone  poker  game  with  the 
candidates  didn’t  play  out  that 
easily. 

Low-enders  like  Ben  Horn  and 
Joel  Ventresca  jumped  at  the 
chance  for  any  exposure.  Non- 
mayoral  candidate  Alioto  also 
jumped  at  the  chance  for  exposure 
for  the  future.  She  said  she  is  not 
going  to  go  away. 

The  high  end  candidates 
played  a  tougher  poker  game 
forcing  Arthur  to  make  his  daily 
phone  calls.  Arguing  limited 
hours,  the  “handlers”  wanted  to 
keep  their  options  open  for  better 
chances  to  convince  partially 
committed  voters  and  avoid 
hostile  ones.  We  had  no  definite 


commitment  from  the  front 
runners. 

It  was  touch  and  go  until  the 
day  before  the  meeting.  With  our 
accustomed  bravado,  we  knew  we 
would  not  have  to  cancel  the 
meeting.  Marsha  Garland 
distributed  posters  to  the  North 
Beach  Chamber  of  Commerce 
merchants,  as  did  Deborah  Breed 
on  Russian  Hill.  We  all  mailed 
postcards  and  faxed  radio  station 
announcements.  North  Beach 
Neighbor,  Ted  Nelson,  who 
sparked  the  initial  plan,  pledged 
to  follow  though  as  bouncer  at  the 
meeting.  The  daily  phone  calls 
finally  got  us  all  the  players 
except  Roberta  Achtenberg,  who 
may  have  lumped  us  with  those 
other  no-win  districts  she  avoided 
like  Excelsior,  Ingleside,  and 
Visitation  Valley.  She  was  “out 
of  town.” 

If  you  sat  on  the  church  chairs 
for  two  hours  that  Monday  night 
you  heard  Willie,  Frank,  Angela, 
Ben,  Joel  and  even  Dan  Larkosh 
spar  with  each  other.  We  hope 
you  also  noted  the  players’  body 
language. 

Armed  with  that,  we’ll  have 
more  of  a  say  in  the  next  four 
years. 


THD  Committees  Need  You 


You  can  make  a  difference! 
Join  one  of  THD's  committees, 
meet  and  work  with  your  fellow 
Hill  Dwellers  to  improve  life  on 
the  Hill. 

SPECIAL  COMITTEES 

Crime  Prevention.  Pat 
Lorentzen,  781-0456.  Organizes 
S.A.F.E.  neighborhood  watch 
groups  and  works  with  Police 
Department  on  local  crime 
problems.  Participates  in  Police 
Community  Relations  Committee. 

Hills  Angels.  Mia  Morill, 
982-4850.  Getting  families 
together  for  fun  with  their 
children  and  to  work  on  projects 
to  improve  our  environment  on 
Telegraph  Hill. 

Landmarks  and  History.  Joe 
Luttrell,  255-6400.  Conducts 
walking  tours  that  highlight 
Telegraph  Hill's  colorful  past  and 
historic  buildings. 

N.I.C.E.  Dawne  Bernhardt, 
982-3314;  A  S.  Chang,  331- 
9595x733.  Promotes  projects  and 
programs  that  preserve  the 
character  of  the  Hill. 

N.E.R.T.  June  Fraps,  392- 
1187.  Energizes  members  to  take 
emergency  disaster  response 
training  program  sponsored  by 
the  City. 


Neighborhood  Liaison.  Sue 
Cauthen,  391-0737.  Represents 
THD  on  League  of  Neighbor¬ 
hoods. 

Parking  and  Transportation. 
Paul  Switzer,  788-8667.  Repre¬ 
sents  THD  residents  before  City 
agencies  on  traffic  control,  curb 
markings  and  MUNI  service, 
cooperating  with  other  neighbor¬ 
hood  groups. 

400  Trees.  Julie  Christensen, 
989-4300.  Coordinates  plantings 
of  400  trees  in  North  Beach  and 
Telegraph  Hill  from  July  to 
December,  1995,  through  a 
California  State  grant  obtained  by 
Friends  of  the  Urban  Forest. 

Planning  and  Zoning.  Jim 

Valenti,  398-0076;  Dick 
Marshall,  885-5128.  Assists 
neighbors  with  zoning  issues  and 
Discretionary  Reviews;  represents 
THD  positions  before  Planning 
Commission  and  works  with 
developers  and  the  City  to  protect 
neighborhood  character. 

Waterfront/Embarcadero. 
Bob  Tibbits,  986-2622.  Monitors 
DPW  activities  along  the 
Embarcadero  roadway  and 
participates  in  planning  commit¬ 
tee  meetings. 


STANDING  COMMITTEES 

Budget.  Maud  Hallin,  781- 
376 1 .  As  prescribed  in  By-Laws 
for  Treasurer. 

Membership.  As  prescribed 
in  By-Laws  for  Financial  Secre¬ 
tary. 

Program.  Jarilyn  Cerruti, 
399-1022.  Arranges  social 
events,  including  quarterly 
membership  meetings  and  get- 
acquainted  social  functions; 
organizes  annual  picnic. 

Semaphore.  Pat  Cady,  397- 
2175.  The  editor  and  staff 
produce  a  quarterly  magazine  for 
THD  members. 


THD  Members  & 
Semaphore  Readers 

Please  consider  placing  a 
vanity  ad  or  calling  card  with 
us.  Only  $85  a  year  or  $25  per 
issue.  We  need  your  support. 
Write  Steve  Hord,  Ad  Man¬ 
ager,  PO  Box  330159,  SF 
94133;  or  call  781-1117. 


Issue  Number  134  December  1995  -  Page  No  28 


a 

a 


5;.  rs 
J5  ^ 
Qrq  5 

I'8- 

I  r 
* 

a 

a 


Ci 

a 

“S  25 

J5- 

&  a 
a- 

g  K. 

a 

5<§> 

ft  ft 

~  a 
a-  a 

5  £* 
a 

a  a 
a-  Sr* 
a  & 

3  £ 

6  5. 

^  § 

^  ft. 

5 


CO  T>  -I 

>  j~)  X 

2  ■  m 
■q  5  — i 
3D  O  m 

>  x  r^ 

2  to  m 
O  03  O 
co2g 

o  w  $ 

p<°  5 

o  X 

>  f- 


co 

.u 

03 

03 


i 

m 


m 

3D 

<o 


f  §’?£? 

i  T  =  -0  * 


